. Clearly in the future Geriatric Units will feel an increasing shortage of beds to the extent that failure to deal with surgical cases may contribute to a complete breakdown.
Operative Mortality in Old Age
The risks of surgery in the aged have been overestimated. Today the operative mortality for older patients is certainly less than it was in the past, due to the advances which have been made in anesthesia, control of infection, understanding of water and electrolyte balance and improved operative techniques. Carp (I950) found an overall improvement of 25% in the mortality in elective and emergency surgery between 1939-I944 and 1945-1949 , and a mortality rate for emergency surgery two to two and a quarter times that of elective surgery. Bosch, in It has been found that the needs of the aged surgical case are best met by nursing them in a medico-surgical ward. Diagnosis, pre-operative assessment and preparation, the operation and post-operative care are completed from the one bed, with one nursing team and with the continuous attention of physician and surgeon. When this level of treatment is given to the aged they stand surgery well and it is rare for any patient to be found unfit for operation.
